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loyalist, broke out in rebellion, not against Turkey, but against
the regime. They won a considerable battle near Mitrovitza, and
proceeded to overflow wide areas coveted by Serbia, Greece, or
Montenegro. The Monastir garrison mutinied in sympathy; and
on 17 July 1912 the Young Turk leaders resigned, and a govern-
ment of different complexion succeeded them.
Unknown to any Power but Russia the Christian states of the
Balkans had ere this formed alliances. The idea had been mooted
for some time past,1 but the obstacle was at Sofia. The clever,
shifty Tsar Ferdinand was at bottom pro-Austrian (or rather
pro-Magyar); and thanks to him the anti-Russian and anti-
Serb tendency continued to rule the country after popular
opinion had moved the other way. But in March 1911 he had to
accept a pro-Russian cabinet; and after Italy attacked Turkey
in the autumn, Bulgaria and Serbia drew together.2 They were
united by the Ottomanizing policy of the Young Turks, whose
anarchy and massacres in Macedonia menaced the interests of
both. On 14 March 1912 Bulgaria signed a treaty with Serbia,
and on 129 May with Greece. Serbia and Greece also signed a
treaty, and there were understandings with Montenegro. The
critical pact between Bulgaria and Serbia3 had a secret annex,
which (with a military convention soon following it) pointed
towards early war for the conquest and partition of European
Turkey. Its conclusion was not a little due to the Russian minister
at Belgrade, Hartwig; and it provided that in certain problems
of the partition which it left unsettled the Tsar should be arbiter.
It was communicated to that monarch by a Bulgarian deputation
on 7 May, and well received by him; but his foreign minister,
Sazonov, strongly enjoined caution and delay. Officially Russia
was at this time still in agreement with Austria-Hungary to prop
up Turkey.
But then came the Albanian insurrection, the Young Turk
break-down, massacres at Kotchani and Berana, and the Al-
banian seizure of Uskub. After six weeks of growing agitation, the
Balkan Allies mobilized on 30 September 1912, the Turks follow-
1 e.g. there was a Greek military proposal to Bulgaria in August 1910: Gooch
and Temperley, British Documents, ix, pt. i (1933), 199.
* The first interview between the two premiers was on n October 1911, just
twelve days after Italy declared war on Turkey.
3 The texts of the various treaties and conventions made by Bulgaria before the
war will all be found in I. E. Gueshoff, The. Balkan League (English version by G. G.
Mincoff, 1915).